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Pass with flying colours: Susan Withers and her pupils. Picture: ANDREW BATSCH

Value In this class act

By MANDI
ZONNEVELDT

A TEACHER who con-
dones a “no-rules” envir-
onment at school was
last night named Victor-
ia’s top primary teacher.

Kalinda Primary
School teacher Susan
Withers topped one of
eight categories in the
Herald Sun Teacher of
the Year awards, an-
nounced at a gala dinner.

Ms Withers’ pupils
have ditched rules in fa-
vour of a values pro-
gram, which focuses on
real-life situations.

“We talk about how
people want to be
treated, whether they’re
in school, at home or
down at the shops,” Ms
Withers said.

The judges said Ms
Withers was compas-
sionate and a motivator
and role model to other
teachers. Secondary
teacher of the year was
Dean Goodridge from
Kangaroo Flat Secon-
dary College.

Mr Goodridge has a
particular interest in
middle years schooling,
which includes Years 5
to 9, and was praised as a
hard-working and inno-
vative team leader.
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work to increase literacy
skKills.

A reading program es-
tablished by the school
has helped 40 previously
at-risk pupils excel.

Bayside College, Alto-
na, took out the secon-
dary teacher team for its
bilingual program,
which was praised for
lifting the morale and

achievements of Arabic
background students in
the school community.

Sheridan Long from
Berengarra School and
Julia Wake from Penola
Catholic College shared
the secondary novice
teacher of the year title.

Both teachers work
with at-risk students. Ms
Long teaches woodwork,

Dean Goodridge

while Ms Wake has fo-
cused on developing
work education pro-
grams. Primary grad-
uate teacher of the year,
Natasha Davies from
Heidelberg Primary
School, was praised for
her passion.

She dressed as a jar of
Vegemite to accompany
the children she tea-
ches in last year’s Ban-
yule Festival.

Merbein Secondary
College’s Laura McPhee
was named secondary
graduate teacher of the
year and was com-
mended for her involve-
ment in school activities
outside the classroom.

Andrea Eales from Al-
bert Park Primary was
awarded primary novice
teacher of the year. The
active Year 2 teacher
cycles to school to set an
example to her pupils.




