Dalkeith Primary School, WA
 
Values are very alive and well in our school. Our in-coming principal, Julie Bettenay, started the year by introducing a virtue each Monday morning at our short start of the week assembly. These are taken from the Virtues Project Teachers' Guide. The school has used these virtues on and off over several years but this year's success is due to Julie. Staff suggest a virtue for the coming week, often linked to school activities, she then gives each staff member a copy of the relevant page and produces nomination cards for the students to fill in when they see someone using the virtue. Each class selects one to be read out at the following Monday assembly.
 
As a teacher it is a great support for what I believe is an essential component of student's learning. It is making explicit the values we all teach all of the time. It is great to hear the children using the language of the virtues. 
Dalkeith Primary School has a sister school in Bali, Pegadungan SD Nr2, that we linked up with through the AdoptASchool Project. This enables the students to develop a range of values from generosity to those encompassed by social justice through the penpal exchanges and raising funds. This project is supported by the school community and a group of interested parents who are keen to see our involvement strengthen.
 
Email: dalkeith.ps@eddept.wa.edu.au
