Northlakes Public School, San Remo, NSW

This year the staff at Northlakes Public School made a commitment to incorporate values as part of the curriculum and school activities. We have broadly followed “The Virtues Project” by Linda Kavelin Popov using the term virtues rather than values. As Linda states “Values are what we value and care about. They could be anything. We may value getting rich and famous, we may value being the best criminal the world has ever seen, we may value power over others, but that doesn’t mean we will have good character. Also, values are culture specific. What some families or cultures value, others don’t. Virtues are much more elemental than values. While values are culture specific, virtues are universally valued by all cultures.” 

At the beginning of the year we decided which virtues we would target. We came up with a priority list and agreed to cover a virtue each fortnight. This did not restrict teachers from addressing virtues they felt were important to their class or specific children in the class, but it gave the school and community a focus. Each week information is disseminated to parents via our school newsletter encouraging parents to help their children practise the current virtue.

Each week at our regular staff meeting we discussed simple ways to create a culture of character within our school. We talked about strategies such as speaking the language of virtues, how to identify teachable moments and set clear boundaries.

We devoted “Speak Up Day” on 30 March 2005 to the virtues of friendliness, tolerance, peacefulness and respect in an effort to reach the goals set for the day which were …

· To encourage friendly behaviour between students

· To learn how to solve conflict peacefully

· To learn how to deal with unfriendly people

· To stop all bullying

· To have a safe and happy school environment

The day culminated in the whole school K-6 gathering together for a photo to reinforce the social skill …

WE AGREE TO BE FRIENDLY.

We continue to use the virtues as part of our teaching philosophy and try to apply the knowledge and skills we have learned in all situations.

Donna Holohan

Coordinator of Virtues Education at Northlakes Public School

