Reynella South School, Reynella, SA

I'm pleased to be able to report briefly on the work we are doing in Values Education at Reynella South School (South Australia). We are a school of 250 students from Preschool to Year 7 and  have embraced the 'Virtues Project' over the past 3 years with our overarching values of CARE - LEARNING and RESPECT driving all we do. The entire school community - students parents and staff went through a process to identify the 10 virtues we wanted to focus on over the course of each year. They have been Courtesy, Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Tolerance, Trust and Honesty, Co-operation, Enthusiasm, Confidence and Peacefulness. The school focuses on one each month and builds upon each one as the year progresses. This is done through a number of means including our Student Counsellor working along side class teachers with each class on each particular virtue giving examples and role playing different situations, promoting what parents can be doing at home through the newsletter and promoting and rewarding positive examples of students displaying that virtue at assemblies.

Of course our work in this area is ever evolving and we are currently looking at tying these values in with our work on developing 'resilience and optimism' with our students. These values also tie in closely with the changing nature of Behaviour Development in our school where we are moving to a Restorative Practice model, which is about students taking responsibility for their behaviour and restoring any wrong that has occurred.

There have been many examples in the last couple of years of our students displaying the values we promote, particularly in the area of caring for others, including sending Teddy Bears to the children left homeless from the Canberra Bushfires, sponsoring a Guide Dog for the Blind, sending over 30 "Shoeboxes of Love" to the victims of the Asian Tsunami and adopting a 'School Dog' to help teach the students the values of tolerance, patience and care.

I would be happy to provide you with any other details on our initiatives in this area and attach a couple of photos (see below) from our 'Teddys for the Homeless' campaign as well as Obi - our school dog.

Phil Reid - Principal

Reynella South School
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