South Coogee Primary School, Beeliar, WA

Hello there
 

Since February 2004 our school has focused through School Development Planning processes on developing values in students via the implementation of The Virtues Project. A number of initiatives have assisted the school and community achieve much success. A few are listed below but many more are in action at school:
· We focus on one Virtue per fortnight and explicitly teach the meaning behind the virtue as well as what that virtue will look like when a student is practicing it. A PowerPoint presentation is created to support the focus virtue. Copies of these are available from the school website at http://www.aceonline.com.au/~scoogeep/virtues_project.htm . A3 copies are made of these slides and used by teachers to display both inside and outside of their class. 

· Teachers dedicate 60 minutes per fortnight of their timetable to the explicit teaching of the virtue. Activities might include role play, drawing, discussion, games, etc. 

· The school Behaviour Management policy was changed to reflect the intent of The Virtues Project and in particular restorative rather than retributive justice techniques. 

· A significant  purchase of resources was made to support teachers work in class. 

· Peer mediators used to assist students resolve playground issues using the virtues as a framework. 

· We encourage parents to expect and students to demonstrate the virtues at home also. 

Please visit the schools Virtues Project website (URL shown above) for more details as well as the archive of past events that have supported The Virtues Project.
 

I have attached a photo (see below) of a class that participated in Harmony Day 2004. The students presented each other with virtues vouchers highlighting a virtue the child demonstrates in their day to day life.
 

One pleasing aspect is the use of virtues language by students to help solve problems or highlight a positive or negative behaviour, eg. "Jack showed great courage when he tried that." "Jo needed to use more self-discipline when she was lining up after lunch. She wouldn't have ended up hurting Steven when she was waving her arms around."
 

Hope this is useful.
 

Peter TRIMBLE
"Developing Values through The Virtues Project" team leader
South Coogee Primary School 
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